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Student Teacher Displacement During COVID-19 
By Ruth Debrot, Kel Cadence Kim and Sabrina Scotti 
Boston University 
 
The COVID-19 virus hit during the All State Professional Development Conference in 
Boston. While at the conference, I heard that concerts were being canceled. However, at that 
moment, I didn’t feel like it would amount to anything serious. One week later I learned that no 
one would return, in a physical sense, to their schools.  
At the beginning of the Spring term, ten student teachers from Boston University had 
placements in the public schools. At mid-term, most students had their second placements 
canceled entirely. Kel Kim and Sab Scotti shared their experiences. 
 
Kel Cadence Kim: Reflection 
 
The first moment I realized I would be affected due to COVID-19 was when my middle 
school placement was canceled. This was before most school cancelations occurred and I was in 
shock believing that I was one of few to be affected. Then, as the school districts around me 
began taking their school year online, I realized that everyone would be making drastic changes 
to their Spring semester. Although the natural reaction was to panic about what all of this meant, 
it was really reassuring to know that I had a great community of educators to rely on.  
While it is regrettable that I will not be receiving this time back, I have been teaching 
myself to ask, “what now” instead of “what if".  I wasn’t able to gain middle school choral 
experience, but I had a wonderful time in my high school placement and I am continuously 
learning about remote teaching which is an increasingly important skill to have. Even though I 
did not have the breadth of professional experience I expected, I continue to grow, both as a 
student and educator.  
 
Kel Cadence Kim: Virtual Lesson Link https://youtu.be/1aAIv06zfv0  
 
Sabrina Scotti: COVID-19 Pandemic Reflection 
 
I thought student teaching would be an opportunity to experience things I had not done in 
my pre-practicum courses. I chose student teaching placements that targeted the skills I needed 
to improve upon the most. These placements allowed me to have guidance from professionals 
and to learn to be comfortable teaching the subjects and ages I was not familiar with. As a result, 
I feel excited to teach middle school.  
While the pandemic cut my student teaching short, I used the experience as an 
opportunity to reflect and create lessons for remote music classes. I have taken the time during 
the pandemic to think about how to adapt my lessons and make them more effective outside of 
the physical classroom. My pedagogical goal was to design lessons that work in live classrooms 
and remote settings. I also thought about how my previous experience as a private online 
instructor with adults could inform my work with elementary, middle, and high school students. I 
have thought a lot about taking lessons from my middle school placement and adapting them for 
online adult students and vice versa.  
Although I have missed being in a physical classroom and my daily interaction with the 
students and staff, I have enjoyed having some time to connect the many ways I use music in my 
life. I have tried to tie music education into my other job; performing video game music online. 
In addition, I have been attempting to motivate people that I know to engage with music during 
these times, so they can experience how music can be a vital role in their lives, whether it be 
listening, performing, teaching, composing, or listening. 
 




 In the immediate future there will be an increased emphasis on remote teaching and 
learning in schools. This will, in turn, impact how we adapt music teacher education in the era of 
COVID-19. 
